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PROSE 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 8.  Fire:  Friend and Foe 

 

 

 

 

Early Man and Fire 

Ear ly man must  have f ound f ir e t o be danger ous and f r ight ening. Fir e must  have been a 

myst er y f or  an ear ly man but  it  is known t oday t hat  it  is a r esult  of  chemical r eact ion. When 

oxygen pr esent  in air  combines wit h car bon and hydr ogen pr esent  in a f uel, ener gy is r eleased in 

f or m of  heat  and light  and t his is what  f ir e is. To make f ir e f uel, heat  and oxygen is needed. 

Wood, coal, gas ar e f uel, oxygen is available in air . But  t o cause f ir e heat  is essent ial.  A piece 

of  paper  doesn’t  cat ch f ir e unt il t hat  is supplied t o it .  Ever y f uel bur ns at  a par t icular  

t emper at ur e which is also called ‘f lash point ’ or  ‘kindling t emper at ur e.’ 

 

Fire:  A Friend and a Dangerous Enemy 

          Fir e is a boon if  it  is kept  under  cont r ol but  can be danger ous if  it  goes out  of  it . I t  is 

used in our  house daily f or  cooking f ood, bur ning candles and so on, but  if  it  goes out  of  cont r ol 

it  can cause damage t o lif e, houses and even f or est s. Fir e can be cont r olled by t aking away any 

t hr ee of  t he t hings r equir ed f or  bur ning it . I t  can be st opped immediat ely by t aking away t he 

f uel. 

        I t  can also be cont r olled by cut t ing t he oxygen supply, f or  t his many a t imes blanket s ar e 

t hr own over  bur ning obj ect s. Anot her  way is t o r educe t he f lash t emper at ur e; t his can be done 

by spr aying wat er  which lower s down t he t emper at ur e. However , wat er  cannot  be used t o put  

out  on elect r ical f ir es or  an oil f ir e. Car bon dioxide ext inguisher  is t he best  way t o cont r ol 

elect r ical f ir e. 

 

Fire f ighters 

        Ear lier  people used t o f or m human chains and pass bucket s of  wat er  f r om ponds or  wells t o 

t he blaze. These days, t her e ar e t r ained per sonnel t o handle t his. The t r ained t eam of  f ir e 

f ight er s is called f ir e br igade. They ar e skilled people t o handle all kind of  f ir e. They have t he 

knowledge of  f ir st -aid as well and ar e able t o pr ovide immediat e help t o people suf f er ing f r om 

Soul of  t he Chapt er 
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bur n inj ur ies or  f r om t he ef f ect  of  t he smoke. Discover y of  f ir e has been a gr eat  boon t o 

mankind. Fir e is wor shipped as God in many cult ur es ar ound t he globe. I t  is a dear  f r iend if  can 

be used pr oper ly, but  can t ur n danger ous if  it  goes out  of  cont r ol. 

 

 

 

                                  

 

 

1.  Mark the correct  answer in each of  t he f ollowing 

(i) Early man was f right ened of   

(a) Light ening and volcanoes. 

(b) The damage caused by t hem. 

(c) Fir e 

(ii) (a) Fir e is ener gy. 

(b) Fir e is heat  and light  

(c) Fir e is t he r esult  of  chemical r eact ion. 

(i)  (c) f ir e 

(ii) (c) Fir e is t he r esult  of  chemical r eact ion. 

2.  From the boxes given below choose the one wit h t he correct  order of  the f ollowing 

 sent ences.  

(i) That  is f ir e. 

(ii) A chemical r eact ion t akes place. 

(iii) Ener gy in t he f or m of  heat  and light  is r eleased. 

(iv) Oxygen combines wit h car bon and hydr ogen. 

(a) (ii) (iii) (iv)        (b) (iii) (i) (iv)    (c) (iii) (ii) (i)        (d) (ii) (iii) (i) 

 (d) (ii) (iii) (i) 
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1.  What  do you underst and by the ‘f lash point ’ of  a f uel? 

 Ever y f uel cat ches f ir e at  a par t icular  t emper at ur e. This t emper at ur e is called t he 

‘f lash point ’ of  a f uel. 

2.  (i) What  are some common uses of  f ire? 

 Fir e is used in cooking, t o keep our  homes war m dur ing wint er . Fir e is also used t o 

pr oduce elect r icit y. 

        (ii) I n what  sense is it  a ‘bad master’? 

           I f  f ir e goes out  of  cont r ol, it  can cause damage t o our  lif e, house and pr oper t y.    

        I t   is  ‘bad mast er ’ in t his sense. 

3.  Match items in Column A wit h t hose in Column B.  

              A                                    B 

(i) Fuel                                 -     light ed mat chst ick 

(ii) Oxygen                            -    air  

(iii) Heat                                 -     coal 

- bur ning coal 

- wood  

- smoulder ing paper  

- cooking gas 

          

(i) f uel                                -     coal 

- bur ning coal 

- wood  

- smoulder ing paper  

- cooking gas 

(ii) oxygen                             - air  

(iii) heat                             -  light ed mat chst ick, bur ning, coal. 

 

 

Working wit h the t ext  
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4.  What  are the t hree main ways in which a f ire can be cont rolled or put  out ? 

 Fir e can be put  out  by t aking away t he f uel, st opping t he supply of  oxygen or  by 

lower ing down t he t emper at ur e ar ound t he f uel, so t hat  t he f uel is not  able t o at t ain it s 

f lash point . 

5.  Mat ch the it ems in Box A wit h t hose in Box B 

                                    

A                                     B 

(i) To bur n a paper  or  a                    it  absor bs heat  f r om t he bur ning  

Piece of  wood                             mat er ial and lower s t he t emper at ur e. 

(ii) Small f ir es can be put  out              r educes t he r isk of  f ir e. 

(iii) When wat er  is spr ead on             wit h a damp blanket . 

Fir e 

(iv) A car bon dioxide ext inguisher      we heat  it  bef or e it  cat ches f ir e.   

I s t he best  t hing  

(v) Space lef t  bet ween buildings       t o put  out  an elect r ical f ir e. 

(i) To bur n a paper  or  a piece        we heat  it  bef or e it  cat ches f ir e. 

Of  wood 

(ii) Small f ir es can be out                wit h a damp blanket . 

(iii) When wat er  is spr ead on          it  absor bs heat  f r om t he bur ning mat er ials   

f ir e                                           and lower s t he t emper at ur e. 

(iv) A car bon dioxide ext inguisher    t o put  out  an elect r ical f ir e. 

I s t he best  t hing 

(v) Space lef t  bet ween buildings     r educes r isk of  f ir e. 

6.  Why does a burning candle go out  when you blow on it ? 

  When we blow a bur ning candle, we dist ur b t he hot  air  ar ound and r educe down it s 

t emper at ur e. The t emper at ur e comes below t he f lash point  and t he candle st ops bur ning. 

7.  Spraying wat er is not  a good way of  put t ing out  an oil f ire or an elect rical f ire.  

 Why not ? 

  Oil is light er  t han air . I t  f loat s over  it  and cont inues t o bur n. So, wat er  cannot  be 

used t o put  out  oil f ir es. Mor eover , as t he wat er  spr eads, it  car r ies along wit h it  t he oil 

as well, f ur t her  incr easing t he change of  spr eading t he f ir e. 
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Wat er  is a good conduct or  of  elect r icit y. So, when wat er  is spr ayed over  elect r ical f ir e 

t her e ar e ext r emely chances of  it  conduct ing t he elect r icit y. I t  can r esult  in causing 

shock and sever e inj ur y t o t he per son f ight ing t he f ir e. 

8.  What  are some of  t he things you should do t o prevent  a f ire at  home and in t he 

 school? 

  Buildings should be const r uct ed at  a dist ance t o r educe t he r isk of  cat ching f ir e. 

Ther e should be suit able pr ecaut ions and ext inguishing devices be kept  at  home and 

schools t o pr event  f ir e. 

 

 

 

 

1.  Read the f ollowing sent ences.  

 To bur n paper  or  a piece of  wood, we heat  it  bef or e it  cat ches f ir e. We gener ally do 

it  wit h a light ed mat ch. Ever y f uel has a par t icular  t emper at ur e at  which it  bur ns. 

The ver bs in it alics ar e in t he simple pr esent  t ense. When we use it , we ar e not  t hinking 

only about  t he pr esent . We use it  t o say t hat  somet hing happens all t he t ime or  

r epeat edly or  t hat  somet hing is t r ue in gener al. 

 Find t en examples of  ver bs in t he simple pr esent  t ense in t he t ext  ‘Fir e: Fr iend and 

Foe’ and wr it e t hem down her e. Do not  include any passive ver bs. 

 

(i) Fir e is t he r esult  of  a chemical r eact ion. 

(ii) This is what  we call f ir e. 

(iii) To bur n a piece of  paper  or  wood, we heat  it  bef or e it  cat ches f ir e. 

(iv) Oxygen comes f r om t he air . 

(v) I t  is somet imes said t hat  f ir e is a good ser vant , but  a bad mast er . 

(vi) The t hir d way t o put t ing out  a f ir e is t o r emove heat . 

(vii) We spend millions of  r upees each year  in f ight ing f ir e. 

(viii) I t  absor bs heat  f r om bur ning f uel. 

(ix) I t  only means t hat  f ir e is ver y usef ul. 

(x) Fir e is st ill wor shipped in many par t s of  t he wor ld. 

Working wit h Language 
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2.  Fill in the blanks in t he sentences below wit h words f rom t he box.  You may use a 

word more t han once.  

            Car bon            Cause         Fir e         Smot her  

(i) Gandhij i’s lif e was devot ed t o t he …………….. of  j ust ice and f air  play. 

(ii) Have you inspir ed your  house against  ………………….? 

(iii) Diamond is not hing, but  ……………………. I n it s pur est  f or m. 

(iv) I f  you put  t oo much coal on t he f ir e at  once you will ……………….. it . 

(v) Smoking is said t o be t he main …………………. Of  hear t  disease. 

(vi) When asked by an ambit ious wr it er  whet her  he should put  some ……………… int o his 

st or ies. Somer set  Maugham mur mur ed, “No, t he ot her  way r ound.” 

(vii) She is a ………… copy of  her  mot her . 

(viii) I t  is of t en dif f icult  t o ……………. A yawn when you list en t o a long speech on t he 

value of  t ime. 

            (i) cause         (ii) f ir e      (iii) car bon     (iv) smot her  

         (v) cause         (vi) f ir e     (vii) car bon   (viii) smot her  

3.  One word is italicised in each sent ence.  Find it s opposite in t he box and f ill in t he 

blanks.  

(Spending      Shut          Dest r oy        Subt r act        incr ease) 

(i) You wer e r equir ed t o keep all t he door s open, not  …………………….. 

(ii) Pupil: What  mar k did I  get  in yest er day’s Mat hs t est ? 

Teacher : You got  what  when you add f ive and f ive and …………….. t en f or m t he 

t ot al? 

(iii) Run f our  kilomet r es a day t o pr eser ve your  healt h. Run a lot  mor e t o ……………it   

(iv) I f  a doct or  advises a lean and lanky pat ient  t o r educe his weight  f ur t her , be sur e 

he is doing it  t o ………… his income. 

(v) The wor ld is t oo much wit h us; lat e and soon. 

(vi) Get t ing and ………… we lay wast e our  power s.  

 WORDSWORTH 

 (i)  shut             (ii) subt r act     (iii) dest r oy 

(iv) incr ease      (v) spending 

4.  Use t he words given in the box t o f ill in t he blanks in t he sent ences below.  

         (acr oss,  along,  Past ,   Thr ough) 
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(i) The cat  chased t he mouse ______t he lawn. 

(ii) We wer e not  allowed t o cr oss t he f r ont ier . So, we dr ove ______ I t  as f ar  as we 

could and came back happy. 

(iii) The hor se went  ______ t he winning post  and had t o be st opped wit h dif f icult y. 

(iv) I t  is not  dif f icult  t o see ______ your  plan. Anyone can see your  mot ive. 

(v) Go ______t he yellow line, t hen t ur n lef t .  You will r each t he post  of f ice in f ive 

minut es. 

 (i) acr oss    (ii) along    (iii) past       (iv) t hr ough      (v) along 

 

 

1.  Look at  the f ollowing t hree unit s.  First  re- order the it ems in each unit  t o make a 

 meaningf ul sent ence.  Next ,  re- order t he sent ences t o make a meaningf ul 

 paragraph.  Use correct  punct uat ion marks in t he paragraph.  

(i) And eight een f ire t enders st ruggled/ t he f ire began on Monday/ t o douse the 

blaze t ill morning.  

(ii) I n A maj or f ire/ over 25 shops/ were gut ted  

(iii) But  propert y/ was dest royed/ wort h several lakhs/ no causalit ies were reported. 

 (i) The f ir e began on Monday and eight een f ir e t ender s st r uggled t o douse t he 

 blaze t ill mor ning. 

        (ii) Over  25 shops wer e gut t ed in a maj or  f ir e. 

   (iii) No causalit ies wer e r epor t ed, but  pr oper t ies wor t h sever al lakhs wer e 

  dest r oyed. 

1.  Read the f ollowing newspaper report  given in t he box below.  

Fire Stat ion Goes Up in Flames 

A f ir e chief  was embar r assed when a st at ion wit hout  a smoke alar m went  up in 

f lames. The building and a f ir e engine wer e dest r oyed in t he blaze. Nobody was inj ur ed in 

t he f ir e t hat  was t ackled by 30 f ir e f ight er s in six f ir e engines f r om neighbour ing t owns. 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Writ ings 
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1.  Why the early man was af raid of  f ire? 

  The ear ly man might  have seen volcanoes or  light ning bef or e he st ar t ed using f ir e 

and was hence knew it  was danger ous and power f ul. So, he was scar ed of  f ir e. 

2.  Give some examples of  f uel.  

 Wood, coal, cooking gas and pet r ol ar e examples of  f uel. 

3.  Why a newspaper or st ick lying in the open does not  cat ch f ire on it s own? 

 A f uel in pr esence of  oxygen alone can’t  st ar t  bur ning. Heat  is r equir ed f or  a f uel t o 

cat ch f ir e.  That  is t he r eason why a newspaper  or  st ick lying in t he open doesn’t  cat ches 

f ir e. 

4.  Why gaps are lef t  bet ween buildings during const ruct ion? 

  Gaps ar e lef t  bet ween building dur ing const r uct ion t o r educe t he r isk of  f ir e. 

5.  How t he discovery of  f ire has helped t he mankind? 

 Discover y of  f ir e has helped t he ear ly man t o cope wit h nat ur e. I t  also helped t hem 

adopt  a set t le mode of  lif e. 

 

 

1.  How f ire is a good servant ? 

  Fir e is a good ser vant . When kept  under  cont r ol f ir e helps us do many t hings. I n 

most  of  our  home we cook our  f ood on f ir e. 

We use f ir e t o keep us war m dur ing ext r eme wint er . I t  is also used in gener at ing 

elect r icit y. 

2.  Bef ore f ire brigades were set  out ,  how people t ried t o put  out  f ire.  

 Bef or e t he f ir e br igade came int o t he pict ur e people used t o ext inguish f ir e f or ming 

human chain. Ever yone was a f ir eman in t hat  scenar io. 

People used t o pass bucket s f illed wit h wat er  f r om a pond or  well t hr ough each 

ot her  and t he per son at  t he ext r eme end used t o pour  it  over  t he f lames. 

 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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3.  How have we learnt  t o cont rol f ire? 

 Ever y year  we spend millions of  r upees f or  f ight ing f ir es. We spend even lar ge sum of  

money t o f ind out  ways t o pr event  f ir e f r om happening and going out  of  cont r ol. I n t he 

pr ocess we have lear n t o cont r ol f ir e and use it  f or  out  bet t er ment . 

 

 

1.  Explain with an example how can you put  out  f ire by cut t ing t he supply of  oxygen.  

 Oxygen is one of  t he t hr ee element s essent ial f or  causing f ir e.  I f  we can disr upt  t he 

supply of  oxygen t hen we can put  of  t he f ir e.  

This can be applied in case of  small f ir es.  I f  we t hr ow a damp blanket  or  a sack 

over  t he f ir e, it  cut s of f  t he supply of  oxygen and t he f ir e is immediat ely put  of f . 

2.  Why we cannot  use water t o put  out  some f ires? 

 We cannot  use wat er  in case of  oil and elect r ic f ir es. Oil f loat s over  wat er  and t hus 

oil f ir es cannot  be ext inguisher . I t  being a good conduct or  of  elect r icit y put  t he lif e of  

t he man spr aying it  in danger . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

            Some f ire cannot  be put  out  wit h wat er.  I f  wat er is sprayed ont o an oil f ire,  

t he oil will f loat  t o t he t op of  the wat er and cont inue t o burn.  This can be very dangerous 

because water can f low quickly,  carrying the burning oil wit h it  and spreading t he f ire.  

1.  What  is oil f ire? 

 A f ir e caused because of  inf lammable oils like pet r oleum, ker osene, diesel et c is 

called oil f ir e. 

2.  Name t wo kinds of  f ire that  cannot  be ext inguished using water.  

 Oil f ir e and elect r ic f ir e cannot  be ext inguished using wat er . 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 

Ext ract  based quest ions 
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3.  Why water cannot  be used t o put  out  on oil f ire? 

 Oil being light er  t han wat er  f loat s over  it ,  so wat er  cannot  be used t o ext inguish oil 

f ir es.  Mor eover , as t he wat er  spr eads it  car r ies along t he oil wit h which in t ur n ext ends 

t he f ir e. 

4.  Water cannot  ext inguish oil f ire,  but  

(a) Cont rols it    (b) spreads it   (c) has not  impact  on it      (d) None of  t hese 

 (b) spr eads it   

5.  Find one word f rom the given lines t hat  is ant onym of  ‘slow’.  

(a) Spray     (b) Dangerous  (c) Rapid    (d) Quick 

 (d) Quick 

6.  What  can be used t o cont rol oil f ires? 

(a) Carbon ext inguishers 

(b) Damp blanket  

(c) Sand 

(d) All of  t he above 

 (d) All of  t he above 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing 

quest ions.  

The second way of  put t ing _______ the burning material.  The t hird way of  put t ing 

out  a f ire is t o remove the heat .  

1.  How can small f ires be put  out ? 

 Small f ir es can be put  out  using a damp blanket  or  a sack, since it  shops oxygen 

f r om r eaching t he bur ning mat er ial. 

2.  What  prevent s oxygen t o reach t he burning material? 

(a) Nit rogen 

(b) Carbon dioxide 

(c) Water 

(d) Heat  

(b) Car bon dioxide 

Ext ract  2 
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3.  What  is the t hird way of  put t ing out  a f ire? 

 The t hir d way of  put t ing out  a f ir e is t o r emove t he heat . 

4.  What  is the met hod of  ext inguishing f ire ment ioned in t he above ext ract ? 

(a) Removing t he heat  

(b) Spraying water 

(c) Removing t he f uel 

(d) Removing t he supply of  oxygen 

 (d) Removing t he supply of  oxygen 

5.  Which word in t he above ext ract  means ‘st op burning’? 

 Ext inguish 

6.  Which word in t he above ext ract  is a synonym of  ‘moist ’? 

 Damp 

 

 

 

 


